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MIR 509
Regional and Global Context of Turkish Foreign Policy
Fall 2026–2027 | Boğaziçi University


	Instructor
	Onur İşçi

	Credits
	3 | ECTS: 8

	Classroom
	TBA

	Hours
	Thursdays 18:30-21:30

	Email for Office Hrs.
	onur.isci@bogazici.edu.tr


COURSE DESCRIPTION

· This graduate seminar examines Türkiye’s changing place in the international system since the end of the Cold War. Rather than treating Turkish foreign policy as a sequence of bilateral relationships, the course explores how historical legacies, regional transformations, great-power politics, economic interdependence, security concerns, and domestic change have shaped Türkiye’s international position.
· The seminar begins by identifying historical patterns of continuity and change in Turkish foreign policy before turning to the post-Cold War period. It then examines Russia and the Black Sea, the Caucasus, Central Asia and Eurasia, the United States and NATO, the European Union, Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterranean, the Middle East, China, and Sub-Saharan Africa.
· Throughout the semester, students will consider a recurring question: which elements of contemporary Turkish foreign policy represent genuine departures from earlier patterns, and which reflect longer-standing strategic, economic, and geopolitical continuities?
COURSE OBJECTIVES

· Explain major transformations and continuities in Turkish foreign policy from historical and post-Cold War perspectives.
· Analyze Türkiye’s relations with regional and global actors using historical, geopolitical, and comparative approaches.
· Evaluate the influence of security, political economy, energy, connectivity, and great-power competition on Turkish foreign policy.
· Critically evaluate scholarly and policy literature concerning Türkiye’s international role.
· Develop and present an independent research argument concerning a significant problem in Turkish foreign policy.


ASSESSMENT

Active Seminar Participation — 20%
Preparation, engagement, consistency, and substantive reading-based contributions.
Reading Journal (Handwritten Notebook) — 20%
A cumulative handwritten journal based on weekly assignments. Entries should summarize key arguments, identify conceptual interventions, and raise critical questions for seminar discussion.
Leading Discussions — 20%
Each student will lead two seminar discussions based on assigned readings, identifying the argument, contribution, methodology, strengths and limitations, and preparing discussion questions.
Final Research Paper — 40%
An original research paper of approximately 5,000–6,000 words. In Week 14, students submit a one-page abstract, detailed outline, and bibliography and make a 15-minute presentation for peer and instructor feedback.
COURSE FORMAT & POLICIES
Format
This is a graduate seminar. Students are expected to complete the assigned readings before class and participate actively in discussion. Meetings combine a short introductory lecture with close discussion of the readings. Students will also lead discussions and present their research.
Attendance and Participation
Because this is a seminar, regular attendance and informed participation are essential. Students should arrive having completed the assigned readings and prepared to discuss their arguments and evidence rather than simply summarize them.
Academic Integrity
All submitted work must comply with Boğaziçi University regulations concerning academic integrity and proper attribution of sources.
Use of Generative AI
Generative AI tools may be used as research aids; however, they may not substitute for the student’s own reading, research, analysis, or writing. Students should be prepared to explain how research questions emerged, how sources were selected, and how analytical decisions were made. Any substantive use of generative AI in assessed work should be disclosed.
Changes to the Syllabus
The instructor may make reasonable changes to readings or the weekly schedule during the semester. Any changes will be announced in advance.
WEEKLY SCHEDULE AND READINGS
Week 1 — Introduction

1. Read the syllabus.
Week 2 — Historical Perspectives I: Patterns of Continuity

1. İşçi, Onur. “The Yardstick of Friendship: Soviet-Turkish Relations and the Montreux Convention of 1936.” Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 21, no. 4 (Fall 2020): 733–762.

2. İşçi, Onur, Samuel J. Hirst, and Orhun Bayraktar. “‘Let the Black Sea Unite Us’: The 1967 Soviet-Turkish Industrial Agreement and Ankara’s Cold War Rapprochement with Moscow.” Southeast European and Black Sea Studies (published online November 20, 2024). https://doi.org/10.1080/14683857.2024.2429862.

Week 3 — Historical Perspectives II: Patterns of Change

1. İşçi, Onur. “The Massigli Affair and Its Context: Turkish Foreign Policy after the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact.” Journal of Contemporary History 55, no. 2 (2020): 271–296. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022009419833443.

1. İşçi, Onur. “Turkey at a Crossroads: The Soviet Threat and Postwar Realignment, 1945–1946.” Diplomatic History 47, no. 4 (September 2023): 621–646. https://doi.org/10.1093/dh/dhad039.
Week 4 — A New Dawn? Turkish Foreign Policy since the End of the Cold War

1. İşçi, Onur, and Samuel J. Hirst. “Smokestacks and Pipelines: Russian-Turkish Relations and the Persistence of Economic Development.” Diplomatic History 44, no. 5 (November 2020): 834–859.
Week 5 — Russia and the Black Sea

1. Isachenko, Daria, and Göran Swistek. The Black Sea as Mare Clausum: Turkey’s Special Role in the Regional Security Architecture. SWP Comment 33/2023. Berlin: Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, June 2023. https://doi.org/10.18449/2023C33.

2. Hamilton, Daniel S., and Angela Stent. Russia’s Intentions and Actions in the Black Sea. Final Report. Transatlantic Leadership Network, May 30, 2025.
Week 6 — The Caucasus: War, Corridors, and Regional Order

1. Broers, Laurence. “Seeing Beyond Victory: Azerbaijan’s Pathways After the Second Karabakh War.” Baku Dialogues 4, no. 3 (Spring 2021).

2. İşçi, Onur. “From Karabakh to Connectivity: The Zangezur Concept and the Remaking of Power in the South Caucasus.” Baku Dialogues 9, no. 2 (Winter 2025–2026): 46–62. https://doi.org/10.60119/OLCI8261.


Week 7 — Eurasia: Central Asia, Connectivity, and Energy

1. Isachenko, Daria. Turkey’s Turns to Central Asia: Learning by Doing. SWP Comment 49/2025. Berlin: Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, November 2025. https://doi.org/10.18449/2025C49.

2. Austvik, Ole Gunnar, and Gulmira Rzayeva. “Turkey in the Geopolitics of Natural Gas.” Energy Policy 107 (2017): 539–547.
Week 8 — Turkey, the United States, and NATO

1. Martin, Lenore G. “Challenging Friends: Türkiye–U.S. Relations.” All Azimuth 14, no. 1 (2025): 3–19. https://doi.org/10.20991/allazimuth.1532722.

2. Abrami, Samuele Carlo Ayrton. What’s Up with U.S.–Turkey Relations? Between International Turmoil and Trump 2.0. IPC–Mercator Analysis. Istanbul: Istanbul Policy Center, January 2025.
Week 9 — Turkey and the European Union
1. Müftüler-Baç, Meltem. “A Fragile Relationship: Turkey and the European Union Moving Beyond Membership with External Differentiated Integration.” West European Politics (2025): 1186–1215. https://doi.org/10.1080/01402382.2024.2442870.
2. Sotiriou, Stylianos A. “When Tension Borders Aggression: Turkey, the European Union, and the Politics of Interdependence.” Southeast European and Black Sea Studies (2025). https://doi.org/10.1080/14683857.2025.2494371.
Week 10 — Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterranean

1. Eilat, O. “Water Is Thicker Than Gas: Turkey, UNCLOS, and the Eastern Mediterranean Gas Dispute.” Maritime Policy & Law (2025). [Bibliographic details to be confirmed before distribution.]

2. Dilek, Esra. Turkey’s Foreign Policy in the Eastern Mediterranean: Peacemaking in Cyprus at a Crossroads. IPC–Mercator Analysis. Istanbul: Istanbul Policy Center, March 2023.
Week 11 — Turkey and the Middle East

1. Adar, Sinem. 2024. Turkey in MENA, MENA in Turkey: Reasons for Popularity, Limits to Influence. SWP Research Paper 3. Berlin: Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik. https://doi.org/10.18449/2024RP03.

2. Çevik, Salim. 2024. Turkey’s Reconciliation Efforts in the Middle East: Ambitions and Constraints in a Changing Regional Order. SWP Research Paper 15. Berlin: Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik. https://doi.org/10.18449/2024RP15.

3. Dalacoura, Katerina. 2021. “Turkish Foreign Policy in the Middle East: Power Projection and Post-Ideological Politics.” International Affairs 97 (4): 1125–1142. https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiab082.

4. Stein, Ewan. 2025. “Egyptian Responses to Turkey’s MENA Policy from the Arab Spring to the Gaza Crisis: Sub-Imperialisms and Regional Order.” International Politics. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41311-025-00699-5.
Week 12 — Turkey and China in the Asia-Pacific Century

1. Üngör, Çağdaş. “A ‘Bridge’ Pushed to the Periphery?: Turkey’s Geopolitical Significance in the Asia-Pacific Century.” Turkish Studies 26, no. 1 (2025): 28–50. https://doi.org/10.1080/14683849.2024.2391812.

2. Üngör, Çağdaş. “China and the ‘Asia-Pacific Century’ in International Politics: An Introduction.” Uluslararası İlişkiler 23, no. 90 (2026): 5–17. https://doi.org/10.33458/uidergisi.1943778.
Week 13 — Turkey in Sub-Saharan Africa: Development, Influence, and Middle-Power Ambition

1. Donelli, Federico. “The Ankara Consensus: The Significance of Turkey’s Engagement in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Global Change, Peace & Security 30, no. 1 (2018): 57–76. 

2. Cannon, Brendon J., and Federico Donelli. “Turkey-Africa Relations and Turkey’s National Role Conception as the Centre Country: Continuity or a Break with the Past?” Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies 26, no. 3 (2024): 295–310.
Week 14 — Student Presentations

1. Students submit a two-page abstract, detailed outline, and bibliography of the final research paper and give a 15-minute presentation followed by discussion and feedback.










	

